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WILLIAM HOBBS 
In an earlier article in the 'Bulletin', I dealt with the former Albion 
Park chemist, John Hubert Plunkett Hobbs, who from the beginning of 
the century until his death in the mid-1920's conducted the one and 
only pharmacy between Kiama and Wollongong as well as being avail-
able for midwifery, veterinary work plus simple dentistry and surgery. 
He had spent his boyhood in the precincts of Wollongong Gaol of 
-which is father, William Hobbs, was the governor when it was a country 
penal establishment. 
I have since been contacted by Mr. John Hobbs of Wahroonga, N.S.W. 
who is a g.g.grandson of William Hobbs and who has added further 
information regarding his ancestor. 
William Hobbs was born in Somerset, England, in 1812 and was 
brought to Sydney in 1825. In the late 1830's he was manager of 
Dangar's 'Myall Creek' station on the Namoi River in northern N.S.W. 
Following the killing of a number of station employees working as 
shepherds for properties along the river, a number of assigned hands at 
'Myall Creek' sallied forth on a punitive raid during William Hobbs' 
temporary absence and rounded up an encampment of blacks, men, 
women and children, herded them into a shed and murdered them, in 
1838. 
Twelve men were arrested and in the subsequent trial were all 
acquitted; however, on a second charge seven were found guilty and 
were hanged. 
William Hobbs was very unpopular for having reported the crime to 
the authorities, so much so that he resigned from his job and joined 
the N.S.W. Police. 
He served as a constable over the ensuing years at Wollombi and 
Macdonald River, then as constable and head gaoler at Windsor and 
eventually from 1865 until his death in 1871 asgovernorofWollongong 
Gaol. In June 1842 he married Mary Anne Joyce of Tyrone. Ireland. 
at St. Mary's, Sydney. 
Bert Weston 
ERRATA 
In the October issue, the date in the top line of page 61 should read 
1874 instead of 1872. 
No blame attaches to our printer. It is simply an example of how 
easily the acting-editor's brain can slip into neutral. 
